
Pennsylvania Birds 
Franklin and Barbara Haas 
769 Forge Road 
Media , PA 19063 

Dear Friends: 

1431 Bridge Street 
New Cumberland , PA 17070 
De cember 6, 1988 

Ransay Koury suggested I write to you and give you my obser-
1 ,:' 

vations of the Franklin Gull we saw at the boat landing in West 
f'. 

Fairview on August 29 , 1988 . I looked up my notes for rPference . 

ThP gul l 1ras standing with a ring- billed gull and was definitely 

smaller . It was gray , not in Rdult pl umage , with a darker patch on 

each side of the head , and had a dark gul l bill. When the wings 

were fol ded two or three white spots showed on the bp ck primary 

tips. If it had not been for the white spots I might have thought 

it was a laughing gull although it was too small . 

I examined the g~ll through 9x26 binoculars and~ twenty power 

scope . It was about 100 yards av.ray (Ramsey's estimate) . After 

checking all the references I canot see that it could be anything 

but a Franklin ' s gul l.. 

I regret that I did not take more notes--neverl:lreamed that it 

was so important . I am sorry my obervations are not more detail ed. 

Sincerel y , 

~-~ 
G. Anne Kutz J 



U) 

Verification of Unusual Sight Record 

Species: 

Number: 

Date: f/:l7) 8'f 9; '1 f '1} g' 

Sex: (.,{Vt /::11.c>wrv~ 

Locality (exact address or other specific information to describe location, 
euch as x miles north of x intersection): 

liJhere -f'k Or1ocR,JC1-,n.e-f- Geek: Jo,'vt.s -M.-e.. 5'us~bianna_ ./?.tver ;::- 0 _ _ 1 
{l..)e s+ n:tirv,~w uoa.., 

County ~be,la.ruJI City: &m c:,P- 1 Elev&tion: WV-NJ"'-. 
/.Ales t- fr:>.. fYY, "'e L<J 

Time: 8/;i_7 l'lCVtJ fu I Pm Length of time observed: 
'f /'J..'I lo.' Jo-to / I .' 30 

Habitat: "D <f/17 :if/ft fv~ ~ 3D 
f\.t"Vere. . 

Distance to bird: r, +- ,_ I Light conditions: q _ n .../..._ {'+-. -so ree Tl> sev"e.rc( Jooe:x (?.> eK.d.e ~ 
Optical equipment: h ~IAcR~ Y ~rrb · 
/)1,,nuJ r- /OX.~ /311'1.0Cu {G.(Z.s.. /JUJhne {( d-0 fO~ S"P{ftfon-q ..SCe,pe_ 
Observer: 1 I • J , 

'Rarwstl-y "J. ld,v..ry 15 r . _ 
Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

/fh,,e_ Ku f 2-

DESCRIPTION. Write a detailed description of the bird's appearance, including 
size, shape, plumage pattern color, and any unique features. 

-fl-tis birJ wa_s __ a ~5cx:,a~ w,-+h t< yro'::f of ~s-~_:::so nv...3-h'1(eJ. 
3v..l(.s I bf,,(_+- wa__s /'lO+laeah(y ~'Jta (leR-. Jls b/1/ t,,as S/uq/fe0a~ 

~ do.r-1< .. -rk hp a Y\.-J.. bactc o -F ~ ftea_J were da..--(c d. /J 'of 
""- ft:.e cR..ar-lL area_ e4-e~eJ.__ c!)r.fu 7NL eh.e-e-tc, 7Jt.e. -eye.. 

/,.a~ tvh /fe. above a~ /:Je!olu /h a.. b ro!<evt eye,..-1~, 

8 
7/"ltl breaJ+ a~ Sfr>m.a..e/,,._ t-Uere w/2/l--e_ .. · Vte ba. c /c u (/Loi, 

/4.,,f p.er w, ~ ~ we re... do ,JC 3 ray . 14 ·w1z rle 6c,_ uof s cpa re; leJ. 
-1tt.R_ J ro.,y fl-on'\_ ik b It'<-ck. tc 4 l ev 1':_J hp s: r- ~ we r -e-

p mm,-,,,en -1- wh 1k -hp.s e 1t ft.e_ f n manes , 77= uvzdenu,j 

iv0-0 17a le_ w,f11. da.,f< -hys { wtuk fJps t/15,,/J~ o~ fr;VlltClrr-es), 

ll1e f-e.7 s we re d(j_~ . -;ct, I tv a. ..s ;;ate_ , 



Behavior: &vtd.. 

7lt..e: gfA. // s;.a+ /n_ sAa/ low Wei /.e,/1.. c>n gel/lera ( 5 ~ t(; :r/Q)d~ 

W ,'!1, hY1.5- b// t-e.,J_ J ,,._ Us . -::cl- d ,J ..P( y a ro~ Je v>e rq_ ( ~ S 

:J 1V1Yl J e ic ce .. i/e,,.,-/- Vi'e w s · o fl- -I¾,_ wiy t7t1. fk r,v, No 
8 & (( wa..~ :;,ve,J_ 

Voice a.nd/or call notes: 

Describe what specific feature(s) you saw a:nd/or heard that caused you to come 
to your conclusions: _/ ~ .JI 
77~ s1na(I srze...

1 
f;;ntl{( btl9 ~,;deus,ve- a,~L 0>"- J cJ.'1---e{ ~ 

/111,1) s- I- 1 ¥ o,fa"'-H1 +k- kJ 1~ pa t/er-tv , · ~ 
What similar species might it have been, a:nd how were these ~liminated? 

~h'"':J Ji..l( - Doe::; nof kWL-ertk.r wh1k- hp...( 0>1 /nm.any,s o~ wk/te. 
j;,tiNJ he -twee~ gray ,w~ ~dark-hp, /4/so -foo mv.-e,h. b &t.clf-o,,_ ~ ·fu,-_ 

W, n -I-er P UunCL y· e& 1o /r-d , f3,., l I s. /1,Ul I fer 
_... . What experience have you had with this a.nd similar species? · 

J. have 5eeP1 iltCJL< St:thd5 O'fl i-auJh.''rJ <f}tA((..s ) bt:A- foYl Cy 2... Frz;f'l/cfn,"_f 6i..//s . z 
()11 -e o f ~ J eJ however; {,))a_s Cl ( so a0 ad(A II- t'.,,._ W , vi fer pluhta,Je) ver'f r?:l~ f ;!u,JJ/e by 14_ 

Books, illustrations, a:nd advice consulted, and how did tpeae influence this w1r._}ft11/er,J 
description: 1 r 5~ bin:!. s "

1 
N /J{ f I~ , s /5t>-d2.sof-~?Y:l . ,, 

Significance of record in the are& s.nd/or tht! sta.te: 
/,l'e<J u 11'-U-S t.U<.. l . 

Additional material (attach drawing (drawings encouraged), 
photograph, tape recording if available): 

Signature: ~ 

Address: /]....3 ,...,1 /J c n Dr -
~ ex ror-eX- 71?-76!'- ltf7; 

Gin,'-' fl,/11 f),lt- /?Ot I 
Date prepared: 

/l O f-e S fPf_ f!Rc-t day O f.- 3 '} It_ f;":J S-, 



. ' . . 

~ /lturiaje.., o/- ~/S b✓'r-c/ 019/'earecf. /4be ~ 
San<e ea.C't,, f-tlr,,ce_ I observeJ /f. s;Yu!e,. ~ S:J.4-h''?..f s 

(!,o ve reJ. fli r-e e. t,ve eJ:'. s { cu:, u. ,,... '"') r'+ wa.s fr..e Sa me_ b lr,J) J 

oS5u~ --Hu_ hi)rJ h0-J 0- lirecu-{y -Pvi 1'"3kJ Yn ol-hny · 

J have /'1eVer Seen a_ win/e,_p/uwtJJeJ. La":J/,',-..j 

Cu ( { t,v /fl. 'i1i i.5 t?yie,,, s i // e b /4 (!,f;:::. l'J ,,._ fk__ /, e 12. J 
5 

h o ,-

J ,-J J:: -4..,,,J any /llusfn._-h"N of "'-- La':Jt.:y Q...1( ,k 

W,'n.f.er pfuV>tOJG w,ft.... '/hrs Ornou ... + o-P blacfc::: o .... -&..e_ hen_d, 



' !! 

I Record No.:338-01-1988 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # / of 

Species: Franklin's Gull 

Date of Sighting: August 29, 1988 

Observer(s): Ramsay Koury, G. Anne Kutz 

Date of Submission: 1988 

Submitted by: Ramsay Koury, G. Anne Kutz 

Member Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B.Haas X 
F. Haas -~ 

>< / 

R. Leberman 

G. McWilliams X 
S. Sautner X 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS I c; r 

DECISION ~ X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~;.L- Date: /r/J~ // 




